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N

does BTC have a policy on biodiversity?

Yes

The policy is due to be reviewed in May 2026

where was the decision to cut down the trees
and shrubs at Foundry Lane Car Park
discussed, voted on and minuted and was the
Town Clerk authorised to instruct the
contractor to cut down the trees?’

As per the mayors statement, This
was a miscommunication when
decisions were made, this is
reflected in the minutes for the
meeting of January 2026

| also understand there was a meeting
between the Mayor and the Town Clerk and 2
residents, again details of this meeting are not
on the website.

This was an informal meeting, with
3 residents and did not require any
minutes to be taken

The concerns of the residents have been taken into consideration

removing the ivy could easily be achieved by
our gardening volunteers

BTC have no official volunteers,
and have not had for many years.
The council has a contract for the
landscaping of the town beds of
which foundry lane forms part of

Any members of the public are welcome to come forward and offer a
volunteer service, this will then be looked at via risk assessments.

Why the need for such urgency? Surely BTC
act on behalf of the residents of the town not in
their own interests?

The council did not act on its own
interests, consideration was taken
with regard to the upcoming
nesting season and avaliabilty of
the contractor. This was not
considered as urgent works.

There will be a open consultation held at the chambers for members
of the public to view and comment on the design prior to works re
commencing and we are actively working to engage in habitat
restoration in areas where operations may have had a significant
impact

It is my understanding that public observers
are not allowed to participate in meetings
unless by prior arrangement so when were we
going to hear of BTC'’s plans for a piece of
land purchased from MDC for the benefit of
Burnham residents?

The Council has two public
participation sessions at the start
of the meeting, relating to items on
the agenda and also at the end on
any other matters of interest.
Furthermore, members of the
public are able to send in
questions which can be read. Any
questions raised are consdiered at
the time of the agenda item being
heard. if a question requires a
more indepth response then a
written reply can be provided
thereafter.

No further action required




What are BTC'’s intentions for the site? Will the
trees be replaced, with local varieties, perhaps
more drought resistant. What research has
been done to incorporate planting, trees and
shrubs that will attract wildlife, where birds
would be happy to nest and which provide
berries, pollen and fruit over the year?

There has been research into the
re planting of the area, taking into
consideration all elements of
biodiversity

There will be a open consultation held at the chambers for members
of the public to view and comment on the design prior to works re
commencing and we are actively working to engage in habitat
restoration in areas where operations may have had a significant
impact

When will the working party take place

the dates for this to be arranged,
in line with the members and the
contractor

There will be a open consultation held at the chambers for members
of the public to view and comment on the design prior to works re
commencing and we are actively working to engage in habitat
restoration in areas where operations may have had a significant
impact

| am writing to request that all decisions
regarding work at the Foundry Lane Car Park
be taken in accordance with Section 40 of the
Natural Environment and Rural Communities
Act of 2006, reinforced by The Environment
Act of 2021. Of particular relevance is the duty
to embed consideration of biodiversity into
policy and decision making.

All future works in Foundry lane
and elsewhere within the town will
take into consideration the
relevent acts where required. We
continue to discuss ecology when
considering planning applications
along with all other consulting
bodies

The council has a biodiversity policy which is due to be reviewed in
May 2026. Consideration will be taken where it is appropriate for the
town council to do so.

1) All destructive work be suspended until
assessments regarding biodiversity and local
ecology are completed;

Works have been suspended until
a suitable decision can be taken
forward (24/2/26)

The town council are not required to complete full ecology report,
however Biodiveristy has and will be considered

2) Such assessments should be undertaken
by a fully and formally qualified person;

Assesments for this type of work
does not require fully qualified
ecological reports, these are
specific to district and planning
applications, however it is good
practice for the council to have a
biodiversity policy.

The council has not engaged a fully qualified ecologist for this project,
however when the Biodiversity policy is reviewed we will consider our
options for engagement to include all council land parcels

3) The completed assessments should made
available to the public BEFORE any further
works are undertaken.

There will be a open consultation
held at the chambers for members
of the public to view and comment
on the design prior to works re
commencing




1) Prior to our meeting on 5 February
requested from you some documents relevant
to works at the Foundry Lane Car Park. Your
reply stated that 'all necessary reports will be
uploaded to the website.' Where are they?

2) At that meeting asked whether the Town
Council had received a qualified ecological
report justifying the removal [of trees etc.] and
the proposed works. You replied that such a
report had been received and would be
uploaded to the Council website. Where is it?

3) At our meeting on 5 February you were
asked by about BTC's biodiversity policy. You
replied that BTC does have a biodiversity
policy and that it will be placed on the website.
Where is it?

The Biodiversity policy is now on
the website. Along with all other
supporting documentation
pertaining to the design of
Foundry Lane These have not
been completed by a qualified
ecologist

There will be a open consultation held at the chambers for members
of the public to view and comment on the design prior to works re
commencing and we are actively working to engage in habitat
restoration in areas where operations may have had a significant
impact

[N

Please vote against any further destruction of

the remaining trees and shrubs at the next Full
Council Meeting on 10th February, and advise
to replant with species that specifically support
wildlife.

The council resolved to have an
extra ordinary meeting to discuss
the matter further following
investigation

There will be a open consultation held at the chambers for members
of the public to view and comment on the design prior to works re
commencing Furthermore the final design decision will be made at
Full Council on the 17th March 2026




Where is the BTC Biodiversity Policy on the
BTC website? As nothing can be found under
Policies and Procedures.

Where are the supporting documents that
demonstrate the decision making for the
Foundry Lane Car Park plan?

le, dead or diseased tree reports and
assessments? Nature, environmental or
biodiversity assessments that cover the
proposed plan, landscaping and planting
scheme? Reports from a qualified ecologist?

Will they replant with species of trees and
shrubs that support wildlife? The area must
be replanted following advice from a qualified
ecologist.

Will the Town Council issue a formal apology
to Una Norman regarding the destruction of
the crab apple tree that she planted?

Equipment used during the previous works
has been placed over existing spring bulbs
and daffodils in the area that has been cleared
(alongside Station Road). Will care be taken
when removing the equipment to ensure no
further damage to the spring bulbs?

The specific acts that are stated
apply to MDC and PINS and are
for developers. We do not need a
ecology report, however we have
taken into consideration
biodiversity within the replanting
scheme. All equipment has been
moved away for the area

There will be a open consultation held at the chambers for members
of the public to view and comment on the design prior to works re
commencing and we are actively working to engage in habitat
restoration in areas where operations may have had a significant
impact

BTC appears to have vandalised the shrubs
and trees surrounding the car park.

| am bound to ask WHY ?

What was the alleged problem with them and
who authorised the work?

What has it cost and how many quotes were
obtained?

There has been no regards given to all the
wildlife that inhabited the area.

Will there be a comprehensive replanting ?
Please explain why simple pruning was not an
option.

The works were as part of a
maintenance plan for the area.
The project to date has cost
£600.00 as part of the removal.
The final designs will be re costed
by our 2 partners and a another
landscaping company. There will
be a full replanting scheme
including the re planting of a
mature trees and well as other
biodiverse planting. The Area was
unmaintained by Maldon District
Council for many years, with thick
Ivy, the tree roots were already
causing damage to the railings
and also the path way which has
many underground services
running underneath.

There will be a open consultation held at the chambers for members
of the public to view and comment on the design prior to works re
commencing and we are actively working to engage in habitat
restoration in areas where operations may have had a significant
impact




"How far did the Town Council apply its
biodiversity duties under the current
legislation, including the Environment Act
2021, to the removal of trees and plants at
Foundry Lane car park, and how will it apply
them to future works?

The council has a Biodiversity
Policy as part of good practice,
and this has been considered
within the replanting scheme

There will be a open consultation held at the chambers for members
of the public to view and comment on the design prior to works re
commencing and we are actively working to engage in habitat
restoration in areas where operations may have had a significant
impact

Please clarify why this has been allowed to
happen and why it was not put out in the
public domain?

There also seems to be a total lack of
information on your website regarding current
councillors

The item was on the agenda for
January 2026 and was discussed
with members, there were no
members of public present or any
questions that came in to the
council before hand. The council
website is under review however
all details are avalibale on there.

There will be a open consultation held at the chambers for members
of the public to view and comment on the design prior to works re
commencing and we are actively working to engage in habitat
restoration in areas where operations may have had a significant
impact

Feedback responding to initial works at
Burnham Surgery carpark Feb. 2026:

Re plant what has been removed including a
standard Crab Apple, planted in November
2024, then watered through last year’s drought
by Councillor Norman and other volunteers.

Consideration has been given to
the replanting of a crab apple tree
in a more suitable location away
from the bus stop and footpaths

There will be a open consultation held at the chambers for members
of the public to view and comment on the design prior to works re
commencing and we are actively working to engage in habitat
restoration in areas where operations may have had a significant
impact

Native species hedging that supports wildlife.

the re planting plan includes native
species, hedging and flowering
plants

Conical conifers.

the re planting plan includes native
species, hedging and flowering
plants

Holly.

the re planting plan includes native
species, hedging and flowering
plants

Lavender and flowering sherry trees. providing
evergreen and deciduous cover for birds.

the re planting plan includes native
species, hedging and flowering
plants

Grasses have also been suggested.

the re planting plan includes native
species, hedging and flowering
plants

Summer and all round colour, like Dogwood.

the re planting plan includes native
species, hedging and flowering
plants




Plant another Cotoneaster to replace the one
cut out, the berries supported waxwings, flocks
have been observed during winter- they come
across from Scandinavia during cold spells.

the re planting plan includes native
species, hedging and flowering
plants

Plant an Acer providing Autumn colour.

the re planting plan includes native
species, hedging and flowering
plants

Lavender

the re planting plan includes native
species, hedging and flowering
plants

Bee and Bird friendly

the re planting plan includes native
species, hedging and flowering
plants

Stuff for wild life, bees & Birds like Mahonia &
Crab apple.

the re planting plan includes native
species, hedging and flowering
plants

Native species Hedge.

the re planting plan includes native
species, hedging and flowering
plants

These suggestions have come from members
of the public to me a member of Bio diverse
Burnham, expressing what they want to see
and supports habitat replacement, | will update
the ongoing survey and share it with BTC into
the future.

The council would like to see the
survey that has been sent out to
members of the public, and
understand the detail behind it in
terms of selection, numbers sent
out to, advertisement of the
survey, inclusion to the council to
be able to share the survey.
numbers responded




