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 BURNHAM ON CROUCH TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE BURNHAM-ON-CROUCH TOWN COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 12th MARCH 2024 @7:30pm AT THE CHAMBER HALL, COUNCIL OFFICES, CHAPEL ROAD, BURNHAM ON CROUCH, ESSEX.

Attendance:  Chief Officer, 6 x members of the public
Present: Cllr Bown, Cllr Munford, Cllr Skeens, Cllr Stratton, Cllr Carter, Cllr Norman, Cllr English
	ITEM No
	TITLE
	DETAIL
	ACTION

	1/03/FC/24
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
	Cllr Rawlinson, Cllr Stanbury 
	N/A

	2/03/FC/24
	DECLARATIONS 
OF 
INTERESTS
	All Town Councillors have completed their Statutory Declarations of Interests in accordance with the Localism Act 2011 and the Code of Conduct for Members, adopted by the Town Council.
	ALL

	3/03/FC/24
	TOWN MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS
	No Mayors Announcements provided
	

	4/03/FC/24
	MINUTES


	Minutes of the Extra Ordinary Meeting – Confirmed and signed by Cllr Clegg (presiding chair)
Minutes of the Meeting 13th February 2024 – Comments received prior to meeting have been considered, Comments at the meeting were received and have been considered.  Council agreed minutes with the proviso that the Chief Officer makes the necessary amendments.
Cllr Clegg requested the CO attempt to circulate draft minutes within 3 days.
	   CO

	5/03/FC/24
	PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION WITH RESPECT TO ITEMS ON THE AGENDA


	Question 1) Bert Cottle raised an issue with the footpath along side the marina down to the viewpoint.  It is in a very bad state of repair and very difficult to walk along, who is responsible for repairing it?
Cllr Munford responded stating that she is in discussion with the Marina as it transpires, they own the pathway.

Question 2) Bert Cottle asked where does the lost property currently go?
Cllr Norman responded that there is not currently anywhere for lost property to go, it was suggested by the police that maybe it was something that the council could consider doing.  This will be discussed at item 11.
	MAM
UN


	6/03/FC/24
	GREEN SOCIAL PRESCRIBING PRESENTATION
	Justine Page from the CVS gave a talk on all the walking opportunities within the district and Burnham and the connection with the social prescribing service at the surgery.
the walks take place every Wednesday at the library and finish at the Millfields community hall for biscuits and hot refreshments.
	     ALL

	7/03/FC/24
	ACCOUNTS AND TRANSFER OF FUNDS
	1. To approve and sign the monthly reconciliations for February 2024. 
Resolved Agreed, signed by the deputy mayor (presiding chair). Mayor to sign later.

2. To agree the transfer of funds for March 2024 to meet the Town Council’s financial requirements. 
Resolved Agreed, signed by the deputy mayor (presiding chair) Mayor to sign later.

CO to upload payments via the councils banking system.
	CO

	8/03/FC/24
	ALLOTMENTS
	Council agreed to provide funds to the Allotment association for the purchase of scalpings to maintain the roads at the allotment upon receipt of the invoice.

PROPOSER – Cllr Bown

SECONDER – Cllr Norman

VOTE – All present agreed
	CO


	9/03/FC/24
	TOWN SIGN
	Chief Officer presented 3 quotations for the repair works to the town sign, Council considered and opted for Contractor A for the sum of £3,744.
PROPOSER – Cllr Bown

SECONDER – Cllr Stratton

VOTE – All present agreed.

CO to engage with the contractor and arrange the commencement of works.
	CO

	10/03/FC/24
	COUNCIL VAN
	Chief Officer to apply for a grant to purchase a hybrid or electric vehicle.
PROPOSER – Cllr Skeens

SECONDER – Cllr Bown

VOTE – All present agreed
	CO


	11/03/FC/24
	STATION HOUSE
	Cllr Norman emailed members prior to the meeting with concerns that she was not included in a recent meeting regarding funding even though she is a member of the station house group with extensive knowledge of the history.
Cllr Munford apologised for overstepping the mark but was keen to get things moving.

Cllr Norman re confirmed the importance of the council committees and the holding of regular meetings to ensure information is shared and members included.

Cllr Skeens suggested that the issues arising are down to process and that a meeting should be urgently called with all members to discuss the future and funding.

PROPOSER – Cllr Norman

SECONDER -  Cllr Skeens 
VOTE – All present agreed

CO to suggest some dates to the members


	CO

	12/03/FC/24
	PROVIDENCE CAR PARK
	After further discussion on the car park and to ensure due process has been followed council to call an EOM to reconfirm the position
PROPOSER – Cllr Skeens

SECONDER – Cllr Norman

VOTE – All present agreed

The UKPN invoice be paid in line with the approval process.

PROPOSED – Cllr Munford

SECONDED – Cllr Skeens

VOTE – All in attendance agreed
	CO

	13/03/FC/24
	TOURISM
	Cllr Clegg read her report with regards to investigating a match funding opportunity for events into Burnham this summer.  Work has taken place with T24 who are a tourism group that work in conjunction with Maldon district council and local businesses.
Council discussed the proposal for applying for events grant via the arts council for a grant of up to £30,000.  Council would need to look at a £10,000 contribution which can include staff costs for both burnham and Maldon which should significantly reduce the cash contribution.  To apply for the grant council would utilise the services of Cultural Engine to write the bid on our behalf for the sum of £2,200.  The delivery of the events can also be supported by Cultural Engine.

MDC have received funding for events of £5 million, however this may not be available this summer.

PROPOSER – Cllr Clegg

NO VOTE TAKEN

Item to be bought back as a separate item for further discussion.

Cllr Skeens suggested calling a tourism working group meeting as one has not taken place urgently to discuss matters.
	FC

	14/03/FC/24
	HEALTH AND WELLBEING
	Council considered and agreed the risk assessment and utilise the event-brite system for the walking group and the purchase of a first aid kit for the sum of £20.00.
PROPOSER – Cllr Munford
SECONDER – Cllr Norman
VOTE - All in attendance agreed.
	CO

	15/03/FC/24
	COMMUNICATIONS
	Council considered the updating of the chambers wall to include current events and pictures, to become a working gallery.  CO to purchase frames as directed by Cllr Skeens

The significant twinning items will be moved to other areas within the chambers.

PROPOSER - Cllr Skeens. 

SECONDER - Cllr English
VOTE - All in attendance agreed.
	NS/CO

	16/03/FC/24
	ENVIRONMENT
	To consider funds of £100 to purchase plants for certain areas within the town.

PROPOSER - Cllr Norman
SECONDER - Cllr Skeens 

VOTE - All in attendance agreed.

	UN

	17/03/FC/24
	FLAGPOLES
	Council considered additional quotes presented by the chief officer, and found the original quote was the best value for money.

PROPOSER - Cllr Skeens
SECONDER -Cllr Bown
VOTE - Agreed by all in attendance.
	CO


	18/03/FC/24
	USE OF THE WAR MEMORIAL
	Volunteer groups wish to use the war memorial for events over easter and also D day.  There is no requirement for the council to do anything other than grant permission.

PROPOSER – Cllr Skeens

SECONDER - Cllr Carter 

VOTE - All in attendance agreed
	CO

	19/03/FC/24
	OBSERVATORY
	Heartford universities are still interested in the project, permissions continue to be sought, and communications are ongoing.  Should permission not be granted we would be able to look at alternative sites.

	NS

	20/03/FC/24
	UPCOMING EVENTS
	An update on the easter egg hunt was provided by Cllr Clegg.  The event takes place on the 1st April and will include an easter trail, bonnet competition and egg painting within the chambers.

A request for funding to support the town and parish meeting of £200.00.

A working group of the town meeting organisation will consist of Chief Officer, Cllr English, Cllr Norman.
PROPOSER - Cllr Bown
SECONDER – Cllr English
VOTE - All in attendance agreed both proposals.
	FC/CO

CO/UN/JE

	21/03/FC/24
	GRANTS AND DONATIONS
	2 grants were discussed and agreed.
Burnham Art trail

Burnham Week

PROPOSER – Cllr Norman
SECONDER - Cllr Stratton
VOTE - All in attendance agreed. 
	CO


	22/03/FC/24
	LOST PROPERTY
	Council discussed the possibility of taking on the lost property within Burnham, utilising the office as a place for items to be stored, however found that it would not be viable, and the utilisation of social media works well in terms of goods lost and found.

	

	23/03/FC/24
	DBS CHECKING
	Council discussed obtaining DBS Checks and agree it is a worthwhile option. Any councillors willing to obtain the check should liaise with the Chief Officer and an email will be sent with the required documentation.
PROPOSED – Cllr Skeens

SECONDED – Cllr Bown

VOTE – All in attendance agreed.
	CO/ALL

	24/03/FC/24
	CO ORDINATOR, COMMITTEE AND WORKING GROUP REPORTS
	Reports have been read and noted.  

Cllr Skeens for communications confirmed that we have joined with a new magazine to replace the Focus and we will be submitting our monthly news update via that going forward.
Cllr Munford for Health and Wellbeing reminded members that the St Peters closure consultation closes soon and should consider completing the survey.
	

	25/03/FC/24
	TOWN COUNCIL GARDEN

	The remainder of the work is weather permitting.
	

	27/03/FC/24
	TOWN COUNCILLORS REPORT
	Circulated and read - No comments
	

	28/03/FC/24


	DISTRICT COUNCILLOR REPORTS
	Circulated and read – No comments
	

	29/03/FC/24
	COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORTS
	Circulated and read – No comments
	

	30/03/FC/24
	CHIEF OFFICERS REPORT
	Chief Officer wished to formally extend our condolences to Ann Wood from the EALC who unexpectedly lost her partner recently.
	

	31/03/FC/24
	PUBLIC FORUM
	Comment 1 – Member of the public has noticed that it can be very confusing when councillors are talking as there appears to be no order in which they speak.  
Council agreed that we can improve the way in which we discuss matters. The chair should be making a note of who has raised a hand and attend to them in order.

Comment 2 – Still significant holes in the road, particularly the one on station road by the crossing, we are still reporting and will be continuing to report on a regular basis.
	ALL/DB

	32/03/FC/24
	DATE OF MEETING
	Planning 26th March 2024
Full Council 9th April 2024
Council surgery 23rd March 2024
	

	33/03/FC/24
	EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC
	No requirement for exclusion as no private matters to discuss.
	

	34/03/FC/24
	CLOSURE OF THE MEETING
	The meeting was closed at 21:55
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