MAYORS REPORT
NOVEMBER 2019
It’s been another busy time since my last Mayor’s report; my first visit
was to speak at the Darby & Joan Club held at the United Reformed
Church. This was excellent, a fabulous group of people who share grave
concerns regarding the lack of infrastructure and services locally. We all
have to keep challenging the powers that be to actually listen to our
concerns regarding health issues, school places etc.
The new Head teacher, Emma from Ormiston Rivers Academy, invited
me for a school tour. I enjoyed meeting her, she is very inspirational,
positive and extremely student oriented; a great asset. The pupils are an
absolute credit to the school and themselves.
I also had the honour of speaking to all the children at St Marys to
explain the role of being a lady Mayor, demonstrating the empowerment
of women. All the children were exceptionally respectful and interested
in what I do on behalf of Burnham Town Council. Their questions were
well prepared and diverse. One of the questions I asked all the groups
was “who would like to be Mayor?” Lots of hands went up to start with
but in the final year groups hardly any! I read a super story to the little
ones called Mama for Mayor. The afternoon was absolutely wonderful,
thank you.
The croquet club invited me to award their trophies for the year. What a
lovely group of friendly, funny people. I will be having a trial next year
so look out everyone.

Of course, a highly important couple of days for the town were
Remembrance Sunday and Monday. I was so proud to represent the
whole community and Councillors alongside Mr Brian Burroughs, one of
the High Sheriff’s deputies. Cllr Bob Boyce, Chairman of Maldon District
Council also came and laid a wreath with me. The whole service ran
smoothly and I wish to thank Canon Lionel Webber, Sarah Grimes and
Julie, plus everyone else who worked hard organising it.
I am sure everyone has seen the “Tommy” garden by now. Thank you
to everyone bringing this to fruition and completion. Special thank you
to Sarah and the Limes team.

The Women’s Guild invited me back to do another talk and an update on
important issues within the town.
We are so lucky in Burnham that we have so many volunteer community
groups within the town that are not exclusive to Burnham residents but
cover the whole of the Dengie. Sometimes it is the only time some
people leave their homes or have a chat for days on end. I know we all
lead busy lives, but I hope we all can take a few minutes out of them to

check on someone who maybe lonely, ill, bereaved or just because it’s
the right,, and a nice thing to do.
I have met so many fantastic people since having the honour of being
elected Burnham’s Mayor, We all should be proud of our community and
continue working hard to ensure we keep it like this – a caring, lively
town with so much to be proud of.
I had the honour of meeting 10-year-old Charlotte Rigler and her family
along with members of the Royal British Legion. We met at the Tommy
garden where I accepted a cheque for £110.00. Charlotte had
crocheted poppies to raise funds for this year’s poppy appeal. She was
supported by her family, her brother Edward, her parents Tim and
Emma and Grandparents Jane and Malcolm.

We had a fantastic evening supporting The Burnham Music Group who
raised funds with a food and wine tasting in conjunction with Dan Hull.
Everything was superb; the organisation, delivery, taste and execution.
So much fun.

Sadly Sunday was the second anniversary of the horrendous fire at
Elmwood Equestrian Centre. A huge thank you to everyone who ensured
the commemorative ride was safe for all. Ciera Battson and Grace
Tredgold, who won a special Mayor’s award earlier this year, again did a
sterling job arranging the whole event. Thank you and thank you
Burnham residents for showing your love and support to them all.
Finishing on a happier note, I had a fabulous morning at St. Mary’s
School, welcoming teachers from Italy and the Czech Republic.
The children participated in a special welcome assembly. They sang
loudly and joyously, performed the Owl and the Pussycat, danced,
recited Shakespeare, demonstrated martial arts, poetry by Wordsworth,
Masefield and Kipling, and all the children joined in with the Roman
numerals song. Once again the children of all ages behaved impeccably.
May I take this opportunity to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and
happy New Year form everyone at Burnham Town Council and me. XX
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